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Summary 



rhinaT^ef^*. Since initial deployments in the mid-1960s, 
China's strategic missile force has provided Beiiinq with 

earlv ri l9 8 ot \T°™^ - Strike «P* W .Through the 
early 1980s the ultimate shape of a future in^pr. 

^l"!?* 1 balUStic ^sile P (ICBM)% Q r^ r %^^; 




. ...Although economic and strategic consider- 

Beii?no ha r V e e ma in^ t0 *?% ™ issile *™**™ mediations, 
Beijing remains committed to deplovina a ™ii u„l 
significant, number of icbMs. e P-"V l, »g a small, but 




— Given China's reliance on a strategy of minimal 
deterrence, the number of CSS-4s probably will not exceed 
some 20 launchers through the early 1990s. exceed 

m , -*P"^;? he css ~ 4 w iH remain the onlv Chinese 
missile capable of ■ threate ning the continental Dnitel 




c ' . — r- The uncertainties about actual rhinp« 

a f na C the le e ss S R coulo £K C ° ntinUe t0 P^^L. ^-vl 
os-SovfAf «™« ^„ take ° n . greater prominence in future 
us Soviet arms talks. Citing the large arsenals of th<= 
superpowers, Beijing will stress the irzeltv^ce of Itl 
small strategic forces to any arms control agreements 





Discussion 




7 ^,..!^ ,. ^ economic and strategic considerationshave 

out II Ls fo P r°^r° ai£i . Cati t °- nS ' m ° st notabl y a "retching 
™„ • pj - an ? £or SSBN construction. Nevertheless. Bei-iino 

inSXgT^lll* b £ d . eve .VP in 9 a diversified mtHiie force? 
mcxuaing a small, but significant ICBM capability. 








1* j^^^M^ Future Forces. During the next ten vears China's 
intermediate-range missile force will be marked by qualitative 
rather than quantitative growth. As new solid°propellanl 

out rVthfV? 6 #£" ° lder «y°3 e "^ systems will P be phased 
°V t '. 1 I " the late-1980s some numerical growth in the strateaiS- 

?CTMs ent° e r r Ce thl 11 ,- 000 ^ *" * Sma11 ' "ut significant, number 9 C f 
ICBMs enter the inventory. These longer-range systems will 

STEbl." £££?"» Wtl " ° f the missile *>"*' - "hownln 




5. 

strategy of 
relatively sma 
mobilit 



V-e believe that China will continue to pursue 

minimal deterrence relying on deployment o 
l%*i " um . bers of missiles with extensive use o 





strategy 



The css-"4 will play a 
throughout the 1990s 
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